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ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING POINTS ADVICE NOTE

1. Summary

1.1 Dartford Borough has a number of Air Quality Management Areas that are 
affected by pollution from road traffic.  Air pollution affects people’s health and 
can cause premature deaths.  The government’s policy is to move towards 
vehicles with lower emissions, including electric vehicles, with an end to the sale 
of new conventional diesel cars and vans by 2040.  National planning policies 
support the provision of electric vehicle charging infrastructure and the Council’s 
Parking Standards SPD includes requirements for the provision of electric vehicle 
charging points in new development.

1.2 Given the increasing importance of electric vehicle charging infrastructure, it is 
considered helpful to publish a development management advice note to set out 
how the requirements for electric vehicle charging points in the Parking Standards 
SPD will be applied in the Borough.  This includes technical information on the 
different types of charging systems currently available and which ones are most 
appropriate for different types of development.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That the Development Management Advice Note on Electric Vehicle Charging 
Points at Appendix B to the report, be treated as a material consideration for 
development management purposes when considering any relevant planning 
applications.

2.2 That the Ebbsfleet Development Corporation be requested to treat the 
Development Management Advice Note as a material consideration for 
development management purposes when considering any relevant planning 
applications within Dartford Borough.

3. Background – Air Pollution and Health Impacts

3.1. Dartford Borough has four Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) – 
A282 Tunnel Approach Road; Dartford Town Centre and Approach 
Roads; London Road; and Bean Interchange.  These are shown in the 
map at Appendix A to the report.  These are designated as they exceed 
national air quality objectives.  In Dartford, all four AQMAs exceed the 
objectives for nitrogen dioxide (NO2) levels.  The A282 and London Road 
AQMAs also exceed the objectives for particulate levels (PM10).  The 
major source of these pollutants within the AQMAs is road traffic.

3.2. Air pollution affects people’s health and can cause premature deaths.  
Nitrogen dioxide is attributed to human health conditions such as 
exacerbating asthma, bronchial symptoms, lung inflammation and 
reduced lung function (Land-use Planning & Development Control: 
Planning for Air Quality 2017).
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3.3. Clearly, air pollution is one of the key issues facing Dartford Borough 
and measures to address this should be considered as a priority.  As set 
out in the section below, the government’s policy is to move towards 
vehicles with lower emissions.  This includes zero emission vehicles that 
have no greenhouse gas or air pollutant tailpipe emissions, e.g. electric 
vehicles.

4. National Policy

4.1 National planning policy states that local parking policies should take into 
account “the need to ensure an adequate provision of spaces for 
charging plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles” (paragraph 105 
of the NPPF).  It requires applications for development to “be designed 
to enable charging of plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles in 
safe, accessible and convenient locations” (paragraph 110 of the NPPF).  
It also requires planning decisions to “sustain and contribute towards 
compliance with relevant limit values or national objectives for pollution, 
taking into account the presence of Air Quality Management Areas” and 
the need to identify “opportunities to improve air quality or mitigate 
impacts” (paragraph 181 of the NPPF).

4.2 The Government’s Air Quality Plan for Nitrogen Dioxide in the UK 2017 
recognises the importance of tackling the unacceptable levels of air 
pollution which affect some parts of the country.  It sets out the 
government’s intention to end the sale of new conventional petrol and 
diesel cars and vans by 2040, and for almost every car and van on the 
road to be a zero emission vehicle by 2050.

4.3 Further to the Air Quality Plan, the government produced “The Road to 
Zero: Next steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering our 
Industrial Strategy 2018.”  It sets out a number of policies to enable a 
comprehensive electric vehicle infrastructure network to be provided in 
the UK including:
 new street lighting columns to include charging points, where 

appropriately located, in areas with current on-street parking 
provision

 consulting on amending the Building Regulations to require relevant 
charging provision in new non-residential buildings

Whilst it wishes to ensure that local planning policies incorporate 
facilities for charging electric vehicles via the National Planning Policy 
Framework, the government states that it will consider how to best 
ensure all types of residential property owners are able to access a 
chargepoint for their electric vehicle.  They plan to consult on introducing 
a requirement for chargepoint infrastructure for new dwellings in 
England, where appropriate.

4.4 Clearly, electric vehicles are going to become more prevalent in the 
future and the government is planning for the infrastructure to 
accommodate these.  However, this will take time.  The scale of 
development currently taking place in Dartford Borough and the air 
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pollution occurring in parts of the area mean that the Council should 
maximise the opportunities to ensure that appropriate electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure is put in place as part of new development now.

5. Local Policy

5.1 The Council already recognises the importance of providing electric 
vehicle charging points and requirements for the provision of these is set 
out in the Parking Standards Supplementary Planning Document (SPD), 
which was adopted in July 2012.  This states that residential dwellings 
with on-plot parking should provide electrical charging points or, where 
this is unviable, to enable provision to be made as an optional extra or 
at a later date.  For residential dwellings which do not have parking within 
their curtilage, it requires consideration to be given to providing charging 
points on-street or within communal parking areas, including designing 
the development to minimise the cost and disturbance of retrofitting 
charging points at a later date.  For industrial/warehousing, retail and 
leisure developments, the SPD requires development to be designed to 
enable the provision of charging points from the outset or to enable retro-
fitting at a later date.

5.2 The Kent and Medway Air Quality Partnership have produced Air Quality 
Planning Guidance 2015 to provide clarity and consistency of approach 
for developers and local planning authorities in response to national 
planning policy.  Mitigation option A applies to all developments whereas 
mitigation option B applies to all major developments and all 
developments within or close to an AQMA.  Given that all developments 
within Dartford Borough could have an impact on AQMAs (by reason of 
increasing traffic on the A282 Tunnel Approach Road and Dartford Town 
Centre and Approach Roads, for example), it is considered that 
mitigation option A should apply.  This sets out the following mitigation 
for developments:
Residential: 1 electric vehicle charging point* per dwelling with 

dedicated parking or 1 charging point per 10 spaces 
(unallocated parking)

Commercial/ 
Retail/ 
Industrial:

10% of parking spaces to be provided with electric 
vehicle charge points* which may be phased with 5% 
initial provision and the remainder at an agreed 
trigger level

* This shall be the best technology available at the time of planning approval

5.3 In terms of wider actions to address the impacts of emissions on air 
quality, members may wish to note that Kent County Council is in the 
process of developing an Energy and Low Emissions Strategy and 
Action Plan as part of the Kent Environment Strategy.  This will identify 
priorities for targeted partnership action across the county with the aim 
of improving health outcomes by reducing air pollutants.  A draft Strategy 
is currently being developed and will be subject to public consultation in 
due course.
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6. Proposed Development Management Advice Note

6.1. Given the increasing importance of electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure, it is considered helpful to publish further advice for 
developers to set out how the requirements for electric vehicle charging 
points in the Parking Standards SPD will be applied to relevant types of 
development in the Borough.  A Development Management Advice Note 
on Electric Vehicle Charging Points is included as Appendix B.  It is 
recommended that the Development Control Board endorses this advice 
note as a material consideration for development management 
purposes.

6.2. The advice note sets out some background, the planning policy context 
and lists the minimum requirements for different types of development.  
For example, it requires all dwellings to be provided with electric vehicle 
charging points ready for the first occupation of the dwellings unless 
there are good reasons that this cannot be achieved.  In the case of 
commercial, retail and industrial development, it sets out the optimum 
requirement for a double parking bay to be marked out for use by electric 
vehicles only for every 10 spaces.  Guidance is also provided on the 
technical requirements, and standards that will be taken into account in 
making decisions on planning applications to ensure the provision of 
useable electric vehicle charging points.

6.3. Appendix 1 of the advice note sets out technical information on the 
different types of charging systems currently available and which ones 
are most appropriate for different types of development.  For example, 
the most common slower 7kW chargers usually take between 3-4 hours 
to charge an electric vehicle and may be more appropriate for residential 
properties with dedicated parking and at workplaces.  Rapid chargers 
(50kW) are suitable for places where drivers might need a quick top-up 
for their onward journey and would be appropriate at large retail/leisure 
facilities, for example.

6.4. The Ebbsfleet Development Corporation (EDC) is also the local planning 
authority for its area and must consider planning applications made to 
them against the Council’s planning policy where these fall within the 
Borough.  Therefore, it is recommended that Members agree that the 
EDC be advised of the advice note and requested to endorse it as a 
material consideration for development management purposes within 
Dartford Borough.

7. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

7.1 The Council’s Corporate Plan recognises the need to improve air quality 
and the following strategic objective is relevant:

ET 1. Reduce carbon emissions and improve air quality in the 
Borough

The following key actions are included to meet this objective:
 Work with developers to agree standards of design, layout and 

energy efficiency on proposed developments
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 Continue to monitor air quality in the Borough in accordance with 
national requirements and seek to identify and implement 
measures within our control which have a positive impact upon 
air quality and/or reduce the potential health impact of pollution 
incidents

8. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments*

Financial Implications None.

Legal Implications None.

Staffing Implications None.   

Administrative 
Implications

None.

Risk Assessment None.

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Dartford’s Air Quality Management Areas
Appendix B – Electric Vehicle Charging Points – Guidance Note for 
Developers
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