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Introduction and Background

The Council has a legal duty under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 to carry 
out all of its various functions with regard to the need to prevent crime and 
disorder and reduce re-offending in its area. ‘Crime and Disorder’ is defined 
as including forms of crime and disorder that involve anti-social behaviour or 
other behaviour adversely affecting the local environment or the misuse of 
drugs, alcohol and other substances.

The Council appointed the Crime and Disorder (Overview & Scrutiny) 
Committee in October 2009 under the provisions of the Police and Justice 
Act 2006 and the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 
2007 and in direct response to the provisions of the subsequent Crime and 
Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny) Regulations 2009. 

The 2006 and 2007 Acts and the 2009 Regulations granted the Council the 
power to scrutinise both crime and disorder matters and hold the Dartford and 
Gravesham Community Safety Partnership (the CSP) and other partner 
organisations to account for their performance, including their work with the 
Council to meet specific local targets, as set out in detail in the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) between the Council and the CSP (attached at 
Appendix D). 

The Crime and Disorder Committee’s Protocol (attached at Appendix B) 
requires it to review and scrutinise, and make reports and recommendations, 
regarding the functioning of the responsible authorities listed below which 
comprise the Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Partnership (CSP): 

Dartford Borough Council

Gravesham Borough Council

Kent County Council

Kent Police

Kent Fire and Rescue Service

Kent Surrey and Sussex Community Rehabilitation Company [formerly Kent 
Probation]

Dartford, Gravesham and Swanley Clinical Commissioning Group 

Work carried out by the Crime & Disorder Committee compliments the work 
of the Scrutiny and Policy Overview Committees, whose remits are set out 
in their respective Protocols. 

The Committee’s Protocol requires it to report to the Council annually on the 
work it has undertaken in the preceding municipal year. This Annual Report 
provides a summary of the Committee’s work during the 2015/16 Municipal 
Year drawn from the comprehensive Minutes of individual meetings as 
published in full on the Council’s website.



Annual Report  2014-15

On 22 July 2015 at the first meeting in the 2015-16 municipal cycle the 
Committee noted the contents of the draft Crime and Disorder (Overview & 
Scrutiny) Annual Report for the preceding 2014-15 municipal year and agreed 
to submit the document to the next meeting of the General Assembly of the 
Council for adoption as submitted.

Standing Invitations 

The Committee renewed standing invitations to attend and contribute to their 
meetings to Councillor Mrs Ann Allen (Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Community 
Development) and Councillor Chris Shippam, Deputy Leader and Dartford 
representative on the Kent and Medway Police and Crime Panel (PCP). 

Standing invitations were also extended to the Strategic Director (External 
Services), Dartford’s District Commander (Kent Police) and all Dartford CSU 
staff (Council and Police) to attend the Committee’s meetings as appropriate 
and when their principle duties permitted. 

WORK PROGRAMME 

The Committee met twice during the 2015-16 municipal cycle on 22 July 
2015 and 10 February 2016 and received statutory reports and updates on 
individual work items on each occasion.

On 22 July  in accordance with its Protocol, the Committee undertook a 
review of its work programme and agreed an initial rolling Work Plan (WP) for 
the ensuing 2015-16 municipal year (and beyond) as set out in the table 
below:  

Rolling Work Plan 2015-16 

Meeting Work Plan Items
Summer 
2015 (July)

CSP Community 
Safety  Plan 2015-16

Kent Police and 
Crime Panel (PCP) 
Update

CSP 
Performance 
Report 

Winter 2016 
(February) 

CSP Strategic 
Assessment 2015 

PCP Update;
Anti-Social Behaviour, 
Crime and Policing Act 
2014: New
Powers

Review Work 
Plan



Summer 
2016
(July)  

CSP Community 
Safety Plan 2016-17

CSP Performance 
Report 

PCP Update Review Work 
Plan

Winter 2017
(February)

CSP Strategic 
Assessment 2016

PCP Update Review Work 
Plan

Summer 
2017
(July)

CSP Community 
Safety Plan 2017-18

CSP Performance 
Report

PCP Update

The Committee agreed to review the Work Plan (WP) set out above at its next 
meeting in February 2016.  Details of all WP items completed in the 2015-16 
municipal cycle are summarised below.

WORK PLAN ITEMS completed in the 2015-16 MUNICIPAL YEAR

22 July 2015 

ITEM 1: PERFORMANCE

The Committee considered the Performance Report (PR) approved by the 
Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Partnership (CSP) on 11 June 
2015. The PR detailed performance in relation to recorded levels of crime and 
anti-social behaviour (ASB) for the Dartford and Gravesham CSP for the 
financial year 1 April 2014 to 31 March 2015, compared to anticipated levels 
of crime for the same period as predicated by Kent Police. 

Members were reminded that prior to April 2014 performance had been 
measured by comparing actual levels of crime and ASB for a twelve month 
period against the previous corresponding 12 month period. However that 
method had led to a target driven culture within Police Forces across England 
and had prompted Kent’s Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) to request an 
inspection of Kent Police’s crime recording methodology by Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC). As a result of the HMIC inspection in 
2013, the new comparison measures for recording performance had been 
introduced from 1 April 2014. 

Members were advised that the performance of the Dartford & Gravesham 
CSP within its ‘Most Similar Group (MSG)’ of CSPs had improved slightly from 
14th to 13th position. However, that improvement [within the MSG] had been 
offset by disappointing increases in some crime categories for the Borough. 
Greater accuracy for recording crime by Kent Police of over 96%, following 
the 2013 HMIC inspection,  explained part but not all of the increases in 
certain crime categories. The HMIC inspection process had subsequently 



been rolled-out across Police Forces in England and Wales during 2014 with 
Forces now expected to meet the benchmark set by Kent Police known as the 
‘Kent Test’ of at least 90% accuracy for recording crime and expected to also 
result in similar increases in levels of recorded crime for the relevant CSPs. 

Other contributory factors for the increase in some categories of crime in 
Dartford for the period under review included: 

 Revised Home Office categories for crimes deemed as ‘offences of 
violence’; 

 The continued inclusion of crimes committed in the Bluewater shopping 
complex into Dartford’s figures for ‘crimes committed per 1,000 of the 
population’;

 Dartford’s location close to Kent’s Northern Gateway transportation 
links which produced a significant non-resident footfall passing through 
the Borough, adding disproportionately to Dartford’s ‘crimes committed 
per 1,000 of the population’ figure.

The Committee resolved to note the Performance Report approved by the 
CSP on 11 June 2015 regarding levels of crime and anti-social behaviour 
(ASB) in Dartford and Gravesham for the period 1 April 2014 to 31 March 
2015.

Item 2: Kent Police and Crime Panel (PCP) – Update

The Committee received an update from the Deputy Leader as Dartford 
representative on the Kent and Medway Police and Crime Panel (PCP). 

The Panel comprised Councillor Representatives from all Kent Districts under 
an independent co-opted chairman and had last met on 2 June 2015 to 
examine the performance of Kent’s Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) 
Ann Barnes and receive her Annual Report for 2014/15. Key points in the 
PCC’s annual report for the period under review were: 

 Victims had been placed at the heart of all policing processes in Kent;
 The ‘Track my Crime’ initiative had been well received by the public 

and judged a great success;
 Kent Police’s recording of reported crime was confirmed at over 96% 

accuracy following the 2013 inspection by HMIC;
 £300K of the Kent Police budget had been targeted for the [selective] 

use of body worn video cameras to help record crime and Police 
performance; 

 Operation ‘Athena’ an intelligence sharing strategy between Kent 
Police and neighbouring Forces (in particular Essex Police) would be 
rolled-out in the Spring of 2016;

 The Kent Youth Commissioner (KYC) had completed her contract in 
February 2015 with a creditable performance in adverse 
circumstances;

 The PCC proposed to widen her youth engagement policy and replace 
the KYC post with a new Youth Advisory Group (YAG) with 
representatives from existing youth forums across Kent, funded by 
monies previously allocated to the KYC post;



 PCP Members had encouraged the PCC to widen her proposed 
membership of the YAG, to include disaffected and marginalised 
members of the youth community more at risk of involvement in crime 
and ASB, including young people from the Gypsy and Traveller 
communities;

 Only three (3) Complaints against the PCC had been heard by the 
Complaints Sub-committee in the period under review, none of which 
had been upheld;

 Kent Police represented excellent Value for Money (VfM) returning the 
4th lowest policing cost per head in the country.

Item 3: CSP Community Safety Plan 2015-16

The Committee received a briefing on the Dartford & Gravesham Community 
Safety Partnership’s Community Safety Plan for 2015-16. The 6 key priorities 
identified for the 2015-16 Plan remained unchanged from 2014-15 and were 
confirmed as:  

 Combating Anti-social behaviour (ASB)
 Combating Violent Crime including domestic abuse (DA)
 Combating Substance misuse (alcohol and drug-related crime and 

ASB)
 Combating Property crime (domestic burglary and theft)
 Reducing re-offending
 Road Safety

Key points highlighted for Members included:

 The Plan was a statutory requirement and linked to the CSP’s Strategic 
Assessment document for 2014;

 Kent Police statistics had been analysed and distilled for the 2015-16 
Financial Year, prior to incorporation into the Plan for 2015-16;

 Preventing Violent Extremism via the Government’s ‘Prevent’ strategy 
was a key part of the Government’s ‘Contest’ counter-terrorism policy 
to respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism and those 
promoting it;

 Safeguarding Children and promoting their welfare and preventing child 
sexual exploitation (CSE) were major challenges which all local 
authorities had to ‘get right’;

 The Partnership Structures set out in the Plan were designed to ensure 
the CSP’s Priorities were delivered and that the performance and 
progress of the work undertaken by the CSP Sub-Groups was 
effectively monitored;

 The Road Safety Group’s Speed Watch scheme (staffed on a voluntary 
basis by local residents) continued to be effective in reducing speeding 
throughout the Borough;

 The ‘Reducing Re-offending Group’ scheme for the voluntary tagging 
of re-offenders had proved a great success;

 The Drug & Alcohol Action Group had produced a local Alcohol 
Strategy in conjunction with Dartford’s Health and Wellbeing Board.



The Committee also received a briefing from the Divisional Commander Chief 
Superintendent Adrian Futers, Kent Police, regarding recent Traveller 
incursions into the Borough and attendant incidents of anti-social behaviour 
(ASB) and other infringements. Key points advised to Members included: 

 Existing Powers available to the Police to address Traveller and Gypsy 
issues were discretionary;

 All relevant criteria had to be met in each case of incursion or incident 
of ASB by Traveller groups before the Police could undertake 
enforcement action;

 Powers could only be exercised at Police Inspector level and above 
and required the agreement of the relevant landowner in the case of 
encampments and other land use by Traveller groups;

 Landowners for a variety of reasons did not always give their consent 
to enforcement action being taken e.g. when employing Travellers;

 Not all Traveller encampments were unlawful and even when they 
were, the safety and welfare of the Travellers concerned had to be 
taken into account by the Police and CSP partner agencies, before 
enforcement action could be undertaken;

 A lack of adequate transit sites for Travellers [throughout Kent] was an 
added complicating factor in resolving Traveller issues and moving new 
encampments out of the Borough;

 Kent Police and the Council were finalising a revised Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to address traveller issues in the Borough. 

Further points confirmed for Members by the Divisional Commander and the 
EARS/CSU Manager included:

 Effective enforcement action had been taken by Kent Police against 
two Traveller sites in the Borough under discretionary Section 61 
legislation in the previous 18 month period;

 The new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)  between Kent Police 
and CSU Officers addressed traveller incursions on a joint basis under  
discretionary Section 61 Powers which had to be met in full before 
enforcement action was sanctioned;

 The new MoU recognised the rights of Travellers to be settled and to  
have their family and welfare needs safeguarded, but also ensured 
robust action was taken against crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB);

 Council Officers could seize Traveller vehicles but had no arresting 
powers and therefore acted in conjunction with Police Officers 
whenever possible;

 Local Authorities required evidence of criminal damage, nuisance or 
ASB under Section 77 of the Act prior to eviction taking place;

Members were advised by the Strategic Director (External Services) that 
previous unauthorised Traveller and Gypsy incursions into the Borough had 
led to the formation of the Council’s Enforcement Team which was the basis 
of the present Dartford Community Safety Unit, staffed jointly by DBC and 
Kent Police Officers. Between 2004 and 2014 considerable Council resources 
had been devoted into ‘target hardening’ to address unauthorised 
encampments in the Borough. The recent unauthorised incursions by 



Traveller groups had been more determined and aggressive however, aimed 
at seeking work rather than holidaying or socialising. Dartford residents who 
had given temporary and even longer–term work to the Traveller community 
were warned of the implications employing Travellers held for the Borough as 
a whole. 

The Committee resolved to note the contents of the Dartford & Gravesham 
CSP’s Community Safety Plan for 2015-16. 

10 February 2016

Item 1: Kent Police and Crime Panel (PCP) - Update

The Committee received a verbal update from the Chairman who had 
attended the PCP meeting held on 2 February 2016 in place of the Deputy 
Leader of the Council. Minutes of the PCP meetings held on 22 September 
and 26 October 2015 respectively were included in the Agenda papers for 
Members information. The principle item of Panel business on 2 February had 
been consideration of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s draft Police and 
Crime Plan for 2016/17. 

Members were informed that the Commissioner had proposed an increase of 
3.4% to the police precept (within the Council Tax) equivalent to £5 per 
annum per Band D property in Kent. The 3.4% increase was predicated on 
the need to meet the Home Secretary’s request that all police forces 
increased their firearms capability by 50% in the wake of recent terrorist 
atrocities across mainland Europe. The proposed increase would enable Kent 
Police to recruit and train an extra 37 firearms officers. Financial authority for 
the increase was contained in the Chancellor’s 2015 Autumn Statement and 
Spending Review. Kent as 1 of 10 lowest PCC precepts in England was given 
the flexibility to levy a precept rise of up to 3.4%. The PCC had claimed that 
the public consultation exercise undertaken between December 2015 and to 
January 2016 had shown overwhelming public support for the proposed 3.4 % 
increase. The Commissioner’s draft Police and Crime Plan for 2016/17 had 
been approved by the Panel on a unanimous basis. 

Item 2: CSP Strategic Assessment 2015

The Committee considered the Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety 
Partnership (CSP) Annual Strategic Assessment (SA) 2015 document for 
2015. The 2015 SA had been approved by the CSP on 21 January 2016.

Members were reminded that the CSP was required to produce a Strategic 
Assessment each year under the terms of the Crime & Disorder Act 1998 and 
that the Committee were required to consider the annual SA document as an 
Overview function. 

Members were advised that the Key Priorities to be addressed during the 
2016-17 Financial Year cycle remained the same as those for 2015-16:

 Violent Crime and Domestic Abuse 



 Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) including Criminal Damage related to ASB
 Acquisitive and Property Crime
 Substance Misuse
 Reducing Re-offending
 Road Safety

The Key Priorities identified in the 2015 SA would be aligned with Kent 
Police’s Control Strategy of 5 major cross-cutting themes (below) and written 
into the Community Safety Plan for 2016/17: 

 Child Abuse & Exploitation
 Human Trafficking / Modern Slavery
 Domestic Abuse, serious violence and sexual offences
 Gangs and Organised Acquisitive Crime
 Counter Terrorism and Domestic Extremism

Three further themes identified in the Kent Police Control Strategy were 
Digital Crime, Criminal use of Firearms and Emerging Communities. 

Members were given the following detail regarding current and emerging 
issues within the CSP’s 6 Key Priorities identified in the 2015 SA:

 Domestic Abuse (DA) –Dartford’s One Stop Shop had attracted the 
second highest proportion of non-resident visitors (19%), a fact 
ascribed to Dartford’s proximity to London Borough’s where similar 
services were not available;

 Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARACs) – had 
continued to operate effectively in support of high-risk victims of 
domestic abuse (those at risk of serious harm). The focus now needed 
to switch to prevention and to commissioning services to engage 
perpetrators;

 Substance Misuse – The need to raise awareness of the dangers of 
New Psychoactive Substances (NPS) known as ‘Legal Highs’ had 
been identified together with the need to establish a link to anti-social 
behaviour in public places caused by their use. Measures contained in 
the new Psychoactive Substance Bill would help to tackle the sale of 
NPS substances. The needle exchange programme continued to be a 
success and had helped to minimise ‘dirty’ needles being discarded 
around the Borough;

 Acquisitive Crime – Large scale Acquisitive crime perpetrated in 
Bluewater was connected to Serious, Organised Crime groups. 
Shoplifting in Dartford Town Centre was committed by individuals, 
often driven by the need to fund a drug habit;

 Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) – FGM was regarded as a form of 
violence against women and child abuse, with safeguarding measures 
undertaken by schools and medical professionals seen as particularly 
important. Dartford had the highest estimated prevalence of FGM in 
Kent at 4.4 per 1,000 of the population. The reasons were not fully 



understood, but Dartford’s changing demographic and the increase in 
Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) residents from African States (where 
FGM continued to be practised) were seen as significant contributory 
factors. Education concerning FGM, the risks to the person and 
awareness of the practices surrounding FGM were key measures in 
combating the growth of the practice;

 Total Recorded Crime Oct. 2014 – Sept. 2015 - Dartford had 
achieved an overall reduction in recorded crime in the period under 
review, but still retained the 2nd highest crime figures across all Kent 
Districts;

 Violent Crime – Domestic Abuse (DA) - The Serious Crime Act 2015 
had created a new offence of Controlling and Coercive Behaviour in 
Intimate or Family Relationships targeting stalking and harassment in 
the domestic context. The new offence carried a maximum sentence of 
5 years imprisonment and Early interventions over coercive behaviour 
should reduce the need for high-risk MARAC interventions;

 Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) – In the year ended 30 September 2015 
Kent Police had recorded a significant reduction in incidents of ASB in 
Dartford of 12.1% equating to 25.4 incidents of ASB per 1,000 of the 
Dartford population - lower than the Kent-wide average of 26.5 per 
1,000. The reduction reflected another successful year of operation for 
the Council’s Community Safety Unit (CSU) and its multi-agency 
response to ASB, including significant success in Dartford’s Troubled 
Families ‘Turnaround’ Programme; 

 Reducing Re-offending – cutting crime by stopping and/or changing 
the behaviour of known offenders. Changes to the delivery of probation 
services nationally in June 2014 had re-organised Kent Probation into 
two separate entities; Kent, Surrey and Sussex Community 
Rehabilitation Company (KSS CRC) now worked with medium to low 
risk offenders who had been imprisoned for under 12 months. The 
National Probation Service (NPS) had remained responsible for 
monitoring high risk offenders. Data for KSS CRC was not due to be 
published until October 2017, but a comparison of caseloads of 
offenders across all Kent districts to 31 March 2015 had  indicated a 
Kent County average for re-offending of 23.2% with Dartford’s figure 
slightly below the Kent average;

 Troubled Families Programme (Families First) – Dartford’s 
performance in Phase One of the Kent Troubled Families Programme 
known as the ‘Turnaround’ project in Dartford, had been an outstanding 
success. Dartford’s target of assisting 95 identified families over a 3 
year period had been exceeded with 124 families receiving assistance 
under the Programme equating to a success rate of 131%. Kent’s 
overall success in Phase I of the Troubled Families Programme had 
encouraged Central Government to select Kent to be one of a limited 
number of areas to be selected early adoption of Phase II of the 
Programme. Dartford’s objective for Phase II was to turnaround a 



further 331 families (within Kent’s overall performance target of 8,960 
families) in the next 5 years period;

 Road Safety – Dartford suffered disproportionately high levels of traffic 
on the M25, A282, A2 and M2 which had resulted in higher than Kent 
average figures for the Borough for Road Traffic Collisions (RTCs) in 
both the ‘All Casualties’ and ‘Children under 16 years of age’ 
categories. RTCs with ‘Killed and Seriously Injured’ (KSIs) had also 
increased in Dartford. Given external infrastructure factors, the CSP’s 
efforts had been aimed on raising awareness amongst young people 
and adults both as pedestrians and drivers regarding road safety 
issues. The Council’s Schools vehicles initiative had raised awareness 
amongst parents parked illegally around schools by issuing fixed 
penalty notices (FPNs);  

Members questioned Officers regarding the Key Priorities in the 2015 SA with 
discussion focussing in particular on measures to combat FGM in Dartford; 
Bluewater offences for shoplifting; Dartford Tunnel traffic issues; KF&RS as a 
CSP partner; Rehabilitation of adult through the Integrated Offender 
Management (IOM) scheme; the newly formed KSS CRC; targeted 
interventions with adult offenders included the ‘Buddy Scheme’ and co-
operation with British Transport Police (BTP) to combat cross-border crime 
from the Metropolis. 

Kent Police Response Times to Shop Lifting in Dartford Town Centre 

Members received a generic briefing from Kent Police and the Dartford Town 
against Crime (DTAC) the local Business Crime Reduction Partnership 
(BCRP) in response to concerns that had been raised by the Lead Member 
for Enforcement and Community Safety regarding poor response times from 
Kent Police to incidents of shoplifting in the Town Centre. The briefing 
detailed Kent Police’s approach to the investigation of shoplifting and the 
preventative measures retailers could take to prevent such crime. 

Members were advised that the management of Police resources to provide 
an improved attendance by Kent Police at shoplifting incidents in Dartford 
Town Centre was being reviewed and a new Kent Police recruitment 
campaign was being considered, following lower than expected cuts to the 
Police Budget in the Chancellor’s 2015 Autumn Statement. 

Kent Police measures being undertaken to combat shoplifting included; 
Conditional Cautions, Community Service, Victim Awareness Courses and 
Penalty Notices. In tandem, the Dartford Town Against Crime (DTAC) 
coalition intended to issue a ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ leaflet giving best practice 
advice to retailers. Monthly meetings between DTAC and the CSU Inspector 
with feed-back to the Committee were proposed going forward.

The Committee resolved to note the contents of the Strategic Assessment 
(SA) 2015 document as agreed by the Dartford and Gravesham Community 
Safety Partnership on 21 January 2016; noted the priorities identified by the 
Partnership contained within the 2015 Strategic Assessment document and 
endorsed the proposal to develop a new Community Safety Plan to address 
the priorities identified in the 2015 SA and that the Plan be submitted to the 



next meeting of the Committee in July 2016. The Committee also agreed that 
a regular DTAC Update item be added to the Committee’s Rolling Work 
Programme for 2016-17 and beyond.

Item 3: Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014: New Powers

Members received a report that provided the background to the new powers 
and tools introduced under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 
2014 and the use of those powers in the Borough to date.

Members were advised by the Community Safety Manager (CSM) that the 
new legislation had reduced previous powers from 19 to 6 and had been 
designed to put victims at the heart of Agencies’ responses to anti-social 
behaviour (ASB). The new powers were intended to be easier for 
professionals in the field to utilise, to provide  better protection for victims and 
communities and pose a real deterrent to perpetrators. The majority of the 
new powers had come into effect on 20 October 2014.  The lack of case law 
[to set precedents] under the new Powers, allied to the fact that the new 
measures straddled existing legislation and by-laws; had caused CSP 
Agencies some initial difficulties and challenges could be expected until case 
law became established. 

The report provided Members with examples of action taken by Dartford CSU, 
and other Council enforcement professionals under the new Powers including: 

 the use of Community Protection Warnings (CPWs) prior to the issue of 
formal Community Protection Notices (CPNs) to tackle a range of 
nuisance and anti-social behaviour issues;

 breaches of the formal CPN would be tackled via a Fixed Penalty 
Notice (FPN) or by taking the matter to Court to obtain an Injunction to 
Prevent Nuisance and Annoyance (Civil Injunction) or by the use 
Criminal Behaviour Orders (CBOs);

 CPWs and CPNs could be effective in addressing nuisance street 
drinking at persistent locations as a speedy alternative to Public Space 
Protection Orders (PSPOs) given the need to address ASB quickly;

 The four (4) Designated Public Place Orders (DPPOs) that were 
currently in place in the Borough, also known as Alcohol Control Zones 
(ACZs) would be replaced under the new Powers with Public Spaces 
Protection Orders (PSPOs) or allowed to lapse;

 PSPOs could also include prohibitions to address dog fouling, nuisance 
or Anti-social Street drinking, spitting and those engaged in sexual 
activities in public;

 Council Housing Officers were now able to issue Civil Injunctions 
against those who engaged or threatened to engage in anti-social 
behaviour (ASB) in Council housing units.

Members were advised by the CSU Police Inspector that the new Dispersal 
Powers under the 2014 Act were more flexible and allowed the Police to 
address a range of situations quickly and effectively and helped to prevent 
problems / situations escalating. Kent Police had issued five (5) Criminal 
Behaviour Orders (CBOs) in the period under review to the approval of 
victims.  



In response to subsequent questions from Members the CSM and the CSU 
Police Inspector confirmed the following points:

 Central Park was a licensed area for the Dartford Festival;
 The dog fouling fine was set at £50 under existing legislation which 

could not be amended;
 If the threshold test for persistent anti-social behaviour (ASB) could be 

proved for the fine for dog fouling could be increased to £100 as a FPN 
under a PSPO; 

 CPWs and CPNs had been used to address a range of issues by the 
CSU and Environmental Health teams;

 PSPOs required public consultation to be undertaken before they could 
be put in place;

 Existing DPPOs would remain in place for 3 (three) years following the 
introduction of the new legislation [Oct. 2017] and converted into 
PSPOs if still required;

The Committee resolved to note the contents of the report.

Item 4: Work Plan Update  

Members considered the draft Rolling Work Programme for 2015-16 and 
discussed appropriate dates for the inclusion of the additional topics agreed 
by Members on 22 July 2015.

Following advice from the Strategic Director, the Community Safety Manager 
and the CSU Inspector the Committee agreed the following timings for the 
additional topics: 

 Dartford Town Against Crime (DTAC) Update [6 monthly from July 
2016];

 Domestic Abuse (DA) Framework Update [July 2016/Feb. 2017 t.b.c.]
 Implementation of new ASB powers Update [February 2017];
 Invitation to Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) [February 2017];
 Bluewater Safety Shop / Community Safety at Home Facility 

presentation by Kent Police [July 2017];
 Neighbourhood Watch – Sharing Best Practice: presentation by North 

Kent Crime Prevention Partnership / Kent Police [July 2017];
 Presentation from Kent, Surrey and Sussex Community Rehabilitation 

Company (KSS CRC) [February 2018]

The Committee agreed the above items for inclusion in a revised Rolling Work 
Plan for 2016-17 for presentation to the next meeting of the Committee in July 
2016.


