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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Joint Transportation Board held on Tuesday 16 
September 2014 at 7.00 pm 
 

 
PRESENT: 
 

Mrs A D Allen (Chairman) 
Councillor A R Martin (Vice Chair) 
Mrs P Cole  
Mr J Ozog 
Mr P Harmon 
Mr T Maddison  
 
Councillor J A Hayes 
Councillor E J Lampkin 
Councillor M J Street  
Councillor C Shippam  
 
Councillor D J Baker (Representing Parish Councils) 
 

 
Also Present: Councillors K M Kelly, P Kelly, and G T Prout (DBC) and Mrs 
Carol Valentine (KCC Highways).  

 
 

18. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Richard Wells from 
Lewis Boudeville (DBC) and John Reynolds (KCC).  It was noted that 
Councillor Chris Shipham was acting as a substitute for Councillor Wells.  
 
Councillor Mrs Allen formally announced to the Board that Councillor John 
Muckle, a long serving Councillor and Member of the Board, had passed 
away and that his funeral had recently taken place.   She drew Members’ 
attention to the great contribution that Councillor Muckle had made to the 
work of the Board and to his commitment to the continuing development of the 
Fastrack network. 
 
Councillor Mrs Allen asked that the condolences of the Board be passed to 
Councillor Muckle’s Family and the Board observed a few moments silent 
contemplation in his memory. 
 
Councillor Allen also welcomed Councillors P Kelly and G T Prout to the 
meeting, and announced that Councillor Prout had asked to address the 
Board on item 9(b) relating to parking issues at  Cranford Road. 
 

19. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest received. 
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20. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE DARTFORD 
JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD HELD ON 10 JUNE 2014  
 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Joint Transportation Board held on 10 
June 2014 be confirmed as a correct record of that meeting. 
 

21. URGENT ITEMS  
 
It was noted that there were no urgent items for the Board to consider. 
 

22. MATTERS ARISING  
 
Members received an update on a number of outstanding issues from 
previous meetings of the Board.  It was noted that items relating to Burnt 
House Lane Hawley, and Dray Road, Darenth, were now completed and that 
they could be removed from the report. 
 
Further information was provided on the following items. 
 
Fastrack 
It was reported that remedial work to the bus way where it joined Ingress Park 
Avenue had not yet commenced but would do so in very early October.  The 
work would involve the installation of a large concrete slab at the junction. 
 
With regard to the replacement of shelters on route B it was confirmed that 
KCC were happy with the scheme drawn up and the costing and that work 
would be carried out in the current financial year. 
 
Flooding in Bob Dunn Way 
It was reported that a meeting had been arranged between Thames Water 
and KCC Highways to discuss the installation of a pumping station to deal 
with flooding on this road.  Members asked to be kept apprised of 
developments in this matter and that a detailed timescale for works be 
provided.  Additionally it was requested that details of the flood response plan 
for this location be presented to our next meeting. 
 
Access to Bob Dunn Way 
It was noted that the introduction of traffic calming measures on Bob Dunn 
Way was being delayed due to problems with the contractor concerned.  
Members asked if this could be resolved as a matter of urgency and the 
measures introduced accordingly. 
 
 
 

23. REFERENCES FROM OTHER COMMITTEES (IF ANY)  
 
It was reported that no matters had been referred to the Board to consider 
from other Committees. 
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24. CHAIRMAN'S UPDATE  
 
It was reported that the Chairman had not requested updates on any specific 
issues. 
 

25. FASTRACK: UPDATE  
 
Members expressed concern that apart from some minor details reported at 
item 22 relating to repairs to the road surface and the renovation of bus stops, 
there was no information relating to the Fastrack service.   
 
It was noted that it had been agreed that a specialist Officer responsible for 
Fastrack would attend Board meetings on a half yearly basis to give a 
summary of progress on the development of the service and on its future 
expansion. 
 
Unfortunately a report on Fastrack was not presented for this meeting and 
Members expressed surprise at this especially bearing in mind the ongoing 
procurement process for replacement vehicles, and the impact that expansion 
of the network would have on the growing housing developments in the 
Borough. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the KCC Officer responsible for Fastrack be contacted and made aware 
of Members concern, and that a report be presented to the next meeting of 
the Board to update Members on the procurement process and on other plans 
/ developments on the Fastrack network.  
 
   
 

26. MEMBERS ENQUIRY ITEMS  
 
The following issues were raised by Board Members: 
 
a) Pavement Parking 
 
Mr Maddison reported that he had been contacted by a local resident seeking 
the introduction of a total ban on parking on pavements in Dartford.  He asked 
that the introduction of a number of small off street parking sites be 
considered by the Board, but acknowledged the problems identifying such 
sites could raise. 
 
It was also noted that there was considerable confusion regarding the legal 
framework for the introduction of restrictions on pavement parking, and the 
responsibility for enforcement such restrictions. 
 
Accordingly it was agreed that a report be submitted to our next meeting 
setting out the legal framework for the introduction of a borough wide 
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pavement parking ban, and identifying issues relating to the enforcement of 
such a ban. 
 
b) Waiting Restrictions – Cranford Road, Dartford Area.  

 
Members were reminded that at the Board meeting held on 10 June 2014, the 
Board had considered proposals for the introduction of waiting restrictions at a 
number of sites across the Borough, and had approved the introduction of 
such restrictions to Cranford Road, Dartford amongst others. 
 
Subsequently considerable local opposition to the restrictions has been 
passed to the Councillor Ann Allen, the Board Chairman, and consequently 
the matter has been placed before the Board for reconsideration. 
 
Additionally the Board received representations from Councillor GT Prout 
expressing the views of local residents who were very much opposed to the 
introduction of parking restrictions, and seeking an alternative approach to 
parking control in this area.   
 
It was further reported that residents had suggested a number of alternative 
treatments for the area but that these did not seem to have been considered. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
To refer this matter back to Officers both from Kent CC and Dartford BC, 
asking that a report be presented to a future Board meeting considering all 
alternative approaches to parking control in the Cranford Road area. 
 
 
c) Alterations to the Joint Transportation Board Agreement 

 
Councillor Martin informed the Board that he understood that a new JTB 
agreement was being considered by KCC introducing additional Parish 
representation and voting rights for these new Members. 
 
Councillor Martin pointed out that these issues had been discussed at the 
Board meeting held on 5 March 2013 and that the proposals had been 
rejected as not being relevant to the Dartford Board. 
 
Members of the KCC Environment and Transport Cabinet Committee present 
confirmed that this matter was included on the Agenda for the forthcoming 
meeting on 17 September 2014. 
 
It was reported that some discussion had taken place between the Leader of 
Dartford Council and the respective KCC Cabinet Member, Mr David Brazier, 
and assurances had been given that the terms of the new agreement were 
not to be imposed on the Dartford JTB. 
 
It was agreed that this situation should be monitored. 
 



JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
 

TUESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
 

5 

d) Removal of Redundant Lamp Columns 
 
Members were reminded that issues relating to the removal of redundant 
lamp columns across Dartford had been discussed on a number of occasions 
at a number of previous Board meetings, reports had been requested, and 
time scales set, but the problem of redundant lamp columns in the Borough 
still existed. 
 
It was noted that the former District Manager, Mr Grigor, had informed the 
Board that a six week time limit existed for the removal of redundant posts 
and that any extant after that time had been omitted from the removal 
programme. 
 
It was apparent however that a large number of redundant lamp columns 
were remained across the Borough and it was noted Member and public 
patience was wearing thin on this matter. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the KCC Officer present, Mrs Carol Valentine, contact the street lighting 
division and request that a report reviewing the numbers of existing columns 
in Dartford and the timescale for their removal, be drawn up with immediate 
effect and passed to the Clerk to the Board for circulation to Board Members 
in the very near future. 
 

27. CHRISTMAS / NEW YEAR 2013 / 14 STORMS AND FLOODS  
 
The Board received, for information, a report submitted to the KCC 
Environment and Transport Cabinet Committee which provided a full review of 
the experience gained following the Christmas / New Year 2013 / 2013 storms 
and flooding. 
 
The report provided Members with  

• A summary of the storms and floods that affected Kent between 
December 2013 and February 2014 and the actions taken by KCC 
and its multi-agency partners in response; 

• Examples of good practice, and lessons learned, to inform how KCC 
and its partners could better respond to such emergencies in the 
future;  

• A review of options for managing flood risk in the long-term; and, 

• Draft Action Plan for taking forward proposed recommendations. 
 
 
It was noted that it was proposed to establish a trained pool of emergency 
reserve personnel to respond to similar occurrences in the future and that 
recruitment and training had already begun, ready for the 2014 15 winter 
period. 
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It was also acknowledged by Board Members that the response to the storms 
and flooding in residential areas in Dartford had been efficient, but that some 
issues did remain regarding information available to Parish councils and the 
availability of sandbags for residents use. 
 
Additionally Board members asked that sufficient attention is given to 
ensuring that existing surface water drainage is kept at its most effective by 
adequate gully cleansing and the removal of leaf fall from drains. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
To note the report and its content. 
 
 
 
 

28. HIGHWAYS WORKS PROGRAMME 2014 / 2015  
 
The Board received a report on Highways schemes which have been 
approved for construction in 2014/15. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the content of the report be noted. 
 

29. HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT SCHEME PROGRESS REPORT  
 
The Board received a progress report on Highway schemes which have been 
programmed for construction in 2014 / 2015 as part of the approved local 
plan, and those funded through the Member Highway Fund provision. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
To note the content of the report. 
 

30. ROAD WORKS IN THE BOROUGH OF DARTFORD  
 
The Board received a report which outlined proposed / current road works in 
Dartford. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
to note the content of the report. 
 

31. KCC - ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT CABINET COMMITTEE  
 
The Board noted the Minutes of the meeting of the KCC Environment and 
Transport Cabinet Committee held on 24 April 2014. 
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The meeting closed at 8.15 pm 

 
  

 
 
 

Mrs A D Allen CHAIRMAN 


