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          Appendix B 

Policing in Kent – Draft response to consultation 

 

Q1 Of the existing priorities within the Police & Crime Plan, are there any that 

require more or less emphasis and if so, why? 

Domestic Abuse accounts for around 30% of all violent crime in Dartford. As such it 

is a pull on resources for both police and health services. Domestic Abuse also 

accounts for a significant proportion of homelessness approaches to the Council’s 

Housing Service and children’s safeguarding referrals and is prevalent within the 

Troubled Families cohort.  Domestic Abuse is often fuelled by alcohol and/or 

substance abuse. Equally, the victims of domestic abuse may turn to alcohol as a 

means of coping with their situation. Operationally, therefore, it is a priority for most 

of the partners working towards reductions in crime and disorder and increased 

community safety. Greater emphasis on robust enforcement, earlier intervention, 

provision of programmes for perpetrators, educational programmes for young 

people, both for those who have been witnesses to domestic abuse and around 

healthy relationships, and targeted research into service take-up and reasons why 

victims do not take-up services are all needed. 

 

Q2 Are there priorities which relate to policing, criminal justice and community 

safety which you feel should be included in the Police & Crime Plan, and if so, why? 

1) Tackling drug dealing and so call legal highs which are popular with groups of 

young people. Residents are becoming increasingly aware of and concerned 

by such activities in their neighbourhoods. 

2)  Improving the justice system by making better links between agencies and 

the Courts. 

3) Ensuring that new delivery partners in probation services are properly 

recognised and integrated into community safety services within Kent . 

 

Q3 What policing, criminal justice, or community safety priorities has your 

organisation identified through the annual business planning processes? Are these 

reflected within the current the Police & Crime Plan and if not, which ones would you 

consider relevant for inclusion? 

Daytime alcohol consumption by a group of street drinkers is a cause for local 

concern, due to their anti-social and often criminal behaviour, and requires a multi-



agency approach which includes both support and enforcement. Numbers of street 

drinkers have increased with changes in demography and the introduction of 

different cultural norms to the local scene, shoplifting and drug misuse is also a 

factor as this group includes a number of people using a variety of illegal substances 

which, along with the alcohol, are often funded by shop thefts. 

Q4 Are there any significant national, regional, or local policy changes within 

policing, criminal justice or community safety that need to be considered for inclusion 

within the refreshed Police & Crime Plan? If so, what are these? 

Kent’s geographical location, major transport corridors through the county and recent 

changes in demography suggest that the sexual exploitation of children and human 

trafficking should be considered for inclusion. 

 

Q5 For 2015/16, if the Government were to permit an increase in the policing 

proportion of council tax beyond 2%, without incurring a costly referendum, would 

you support me raising it, providing it did not go above 3.5%? 

This Council believes that the needs and wishes of those who pay council tax are 

paramount and that it should be their response that guides the Commissioner on this 

point. Accordingly, the Council offers no view. 

 


